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he referred to Teresa Hairston, founder and pub-
lisher, Gospel Today; and entertainers Smokie 
Norful, Mary Mary, and Donnie McClurkin.

The President’s News Conference 
With Prime Minister Tony Blair of 
the United Kingdom 

June 7, 2005

President Bush. Thank you all. Good 
afternoon. Laura and I are really honored to 
welcome the Prime Minister and Cherie 
back to the White House. Welcome, Tony, 
glad you’re here. Congratulations on your 
great victory. It was a landmark victory, and 
I’m really thrilled to be able to work with 
you to spread freedom and peace over the 
next years. 

Our alliance with Great Britain is strong, 
and it’s essential to peace and security. To-
gether our two nations worked to liberate 
Europe from fascism. Together we defended 
freedom during the cold war. Today, we’re 
standing together again to fight the war on 
terror, to secure democracy and freedom in 
Iraq and Afghanistan and the broader Middle 
East, and to prevent the spread of weapons 
of mass destruction. As we face the chal-
lenges and opportunities of a new century, 
our alliance is stronger than ever. 

Prime Minister Blair and I share a com-
mon vision of a world that is free, prosperous, 
and at peace. When men and women are free 
to choose their own governments, to speak 
their minds, and to pursue a good life for 
their families, they build a strong, pros-
perous, and just society. 

This is the vision chosen by Iraqis in elec-
tions in January, and the United States and 
Britain will stand with the Iraqi people as 
they continue their journey toward freedom 
and democracy. We’ll support Iraqis as they 
take the lead in providing their own security. 
Our strategy is clear: We’re training Iraqi 
forces so they can take the fight to the 
enemy, so they can defend their country. And 
then our troops will come home with the 
honor they have earned. 

By spreading freedom throughout the 
broader Middle East, we’ll end the bitterness 
and hatred that feed the ideology of terror. 
We’re working together to help build the 

democratic institutions of a future Palestinian 
state. We support Israel’s disengagement 
from Gaza and parts of the West Bank. We’re 
advancing the vision of two states, Israel and 
Palestine, living side by side in peace and 
security. 

We also share a commitment to help the 
people of Africa build strong democratic in-
stitutions and healthy economies. The Prime 
Minister has made the promotion of reform 
and development in Africa a centerpiece of 
the G–8 summit that the United Kingdom 
will be hosting next month. And I’m grateful 
for your vision, and I’m grateful for your 
leadership on this important subject. 

Helping those who suffer and preventing 
the senseless death of millions of people in 
Africa is a central commitment of my admin-
istration’s foreign policy. We’re making his-
toric progress in helping the poorest coun-
tries in Africa gain a fresh start and to build 
a future of greater opportunity and pros-
perity. America will continue to lead the 
world to meet our duty in helping the world’s 
most vulnerable people. 

Over the past 4 years, we have tripled our 
assistance to sub-Sahara Africa, and now 
America accounts for nearly a quarter of all 
the aid in the region. And we’re committed 
to doing more in the future. We also agree 
that highly indebted developing countries 
that are on the path to reform should not 
be burdened by mountains of debt. Our 
countries are developing a proposal for the 
G–8 that will eliminate 100 percent of that 
debt, and that, by providing additional re-
sources, will preserve the financial integrity 
of the World Bank and the African Develop-
ment Bank. 

As we work with African nations to develop 
democratic institutions and vibrant econo-
mies that will provide greater opportunity for 
all Africans, we must also address emergency 
needs. I’m pleased to announce the United 
States will provide approximately $674 mil-
lion of additional resources to respond to hu-
manitarian emergencies in Africa. One of 
those emergencies is the growing hunger cri-
sis in the Horn of Africa. In response to this 
need, $414 million of those additional re-
sources will be provided immediately to avert 
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famine there. We urge the international com-
munity to join us in committing greater re-
sources to the humanitarian needs in Africa. 

I also look forward to working with the 
Prime Minister through the G–8 to forge a 
new strategy for the 21st century that helps 
countries achieve economic prosperity, en-
ergy security, and a clean environment to im-
prove public health by cutting air—public air 
pollution and to address global change, sub-
jects which I look forward to discussing at 
the G–8, Mr. Prime Minister. To develop and 
make available clean and efficient tech-
nologies that will help attain these goals has 
got to be part of our dialog at the G–8. 

I look forward to also continuing our dis-
cussion to support freedom and democracy 
in the broader Middle East. 

The United States congratulates the 
United Kingdom as it takes over the Presi-
dency of the EU on July the first. The United 
States has a wide-ranging and active agenda 
with Europe, and we’re determined to work 
together to meet the global challenges com-
mon to us all. The Prime Minister and I be-
lieve a strong Europe that acts in partnership 
with the United States is important for world 
peace. 

I appreciate your leadership, Tony Blair. 
I appreciate your friendship. I appreciate 
your courage, and I appreciate your vision. 
Welcome back to America. 

Prime Minister Blair. Thank you very 
much, indeed, Mr. President, and I say how 
delighted we are to be back here in the White 
House and to say thank you for your warm 
welcome. 

And we’ve also got a busy agenda ahead 
of us in the international community over the 
coming months. We’ve obviously discussed, 
as the President has just indicated, the issues 
to do with the G–8 summit. And on Africa, 
I think there is a real and common desire 
to help that troubled continent come out of 
the poverty and deprivation that so many mil-
lions of its people suffer. In a situation where 
literally thousands of children die from pre-
ventable diseases every day, it’s our duty to 
act, and we will. 

But we know that there are two things very 
clear about Africa today. The first is, that 
though it is important that we commit the 
resources to Africa that are necessary, it’s not 

just about resources. It’s also about debt. It’s 
about trade. It’s about making sure that we 
deal with these diseases, HIV/AIDS, malaria, 
TB, polio, that are killing so many people. 
It’s about conflict resolution and having the 
proper peacekeeping and peace enforcement 
mechanisms. 

And it’s about making sure that in doing 
this, that it’s not a something-for-nothing 
deal. We also need to make sure that there 
is a commitment on the part of the African 
leadership to proper governance, to action 
against corruption, to making sure that the 
aid and the resources that we’re prepared to 
commit actually go to the people that need 
it and do the job that it’s supposed to do. 

So we are trying to create a framework 
in which we deal not just with one of the 
issues to do with Africa but all of them to-
gether and deal with it on a basis of a partner-
ship with the African leadership that’s pre-
pared to embrace the same values of democ-
racy and freedom that we embrace. 

In respect of debt and debt cancellation, 
I’m pleased at the progress that we’re mak-
ing. And I think we are well on the way—
I hope we can, if we’re able to, conclude a 
deal at the finance ministers’ meeting this 
weekend, but one that will involve 100 per-
cent debt cancellation and also the commit-
ment of the additional funding necessary to 
make sure that the institutions aren’t penal-
ized as a result of that. And if that substantial 
funding is added also to the debt cancella-
tion, I think it will make a real difference 
to those African countries. 

But we know there’s a lot more to do. And 
over the coming weeks, in the run-up to the 
summit that will take place in Scotland, we 
want to carry on working on the specific pro-
grams in relation to things like education and 
infrastructure and dealing with the killer dis-
eases, that allow us to make the commitment 
that we need. 

On climate change, I think everyone 
knows there are different perspectives on this 
issue. But I also think that it’s increasingly 
obvious, whatever perspective people have 
and whatever—from whatever angle they 
come at this issue, there is a common com-
mitment and desire to tackle the challenges 
of climate change, of energy security and en-
ergy supply. And we need to make sure that 
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we do that. And again, I hope over the com-
ing weeks, we will work closely on this. 

On the Middle East and the Middle East 
peace process—of course, we had a discus-
sion about this. I would just like to emphasize 
again the vital necessity of making sure that 
democracy succeeds in Iraq. Our troops work 
together very, very closely there, and I would 
like to pay tribute not just to the bravery of 
the British troops that work there and other 
coalition troops but to the United States 
forces that do such a magnificent job there 
and often in very, very difficult cir-
cumstances. And yet it is absolutely vital for 
the security not just of that country and of 
that region but of the world, that we succeed 
in Iraq. And the reason it’s tough is because 
people know what’s at stake. And what’s at 
stake is the ability of Iraq finally to function 
properly as a democracy, run for the good 
of its people. And our help in ensuring that 
Iraq can attain that goal is of vital impor-
tance, not just to our countries but to the 
future of the world. 

In addition, of course, the progress that’s 
being made in respect to the Middle East 
peace process is very welcome. Mr. Presi-
dent, I’d like to thank you for your leadership 
on that issue, which has been extremely im-
portant. 

We also had an opportunity to discuss 
issues to do with Iran and Libya and Afghani-
stan and a range of different matters. But 
once again, let me thank you very much for 
inviting me here and to come back after my 
reelection. Thank you for the kind words 
about that. And I look forward to working 
not just on the issues to do with the G–8 
but on the full range of the international 
agenda with you. It’s a good alliance and a 
good partnership for our two countries, and 
I believe for the wider world. 

President Bush. Thank you, sir. 
Prime Minister Blair. Thank you, Mr. 

President. 
President Bush. We’ll answer two ques-

tions a side. Jennifer [Jennifer Loven, Associ-
ated Press]. 

U.S. Aid to Africa 
Q. Thank you, Mr. President. Prime Min-

ister Blair has been pushing for wealthy na-

tions to double aid to Africa. With American 
aid levels among the lowest in the G–8 as 
per portion of national income and the prob-
lems on the continent so dire, why isn’t dou-
bling U.S. aid a good idea? 

President Bush. Well, first, as I said in 
my statement, we’ve tripled aid to Africa. Af-
rica is an important part of my foreign policy. 
I remember when I first talked to Condi 
when I was trying to convince her to become 
the National Security Adviser, she said, ‘‘Are 
you going to pay attention to the continent 
of Africa?’’ I said, ‘‘You bet.’’ And I’ve ful-
filled that commitment. We’ve convinced 
Congress to triple aid. We’ve got a significant 
HIV/AIDS initiative that we’re undertaking. 
We started what’s called the Millennium 
Challenge Account, and we’ll do more down 
the road. 

Now, in terms of whether or not the for-
mula that you commented upon are the right 
way to analyze the United States commit-
ment to her, I don’t think it is. I mean, I 
don’t think—there’s a lot of things that aren’t 
counted in our desire to spread compassion. 
But our country is—has taken the lead in 
Africa, and we’ll stay there. It’s the right 
thing to do. It’s important to help Africa get 
on her feet. 

And by the way, I think one of things that 
many African nations have come to discover 
is that through trade they can develop a more 
hopeful society rather than through aid. I 
mean, aid helps, but we passed what’s called 
AGOA, the African Growth and Opportunity 
Act, and have extended it. It passed during 
President Clinton’s period. My administra-
tion extended it, with Congress, and it’s made 
an enormous difference to young economies. 
When you open up your market to entre-
preneurs and small businesses, it helps 
spread wealth. And that’s, after all, what 
we’re trying to achieve. 

So I’m proud of our accomplishments, and 
we’ll continue to take the lead on the issue. 

Prime Minister Blair. Okay—Andy [An-
drew Marr, BBC]. 

President Bush. Andy is still with you. 
Prime Minister Blair. He is. 
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Debt Relief/Reciprocation of African 
Nations 

Q. For a brief period, Mr. President. I’m 
from BBC. Could I ask both leaders—I un-
derstand from what you say that you’re pretty 
close to cracking the differences between you 
about how to pay for debt cancellation for 
the poorest countries. Is that the case, and 
can you tell us any more about that? 

And also, if I may, to the President, Mr. 
Blair’s Africa Commission has really raised 
the ante quite a lot in Africa, talking about 
this big historic moment for the world and 
the continent. Do you see it that way too? 

President Bush. I do. That’s why we tri-
pled aid. I see we have got a fantastic oppor-
tunity, presuming that the countries in Africa 
make the right decisions. Nobody wants to 
give money to a country that’s corrupt, where 
leaders take money and put it in their pocket. 
No developed nation is going to want to sup-
port a government that doesn’t take an inter-
est in her people, that doesn’t focus on edu-
cation and health care. We’re really not inter-
ested in supporting a government that 
doesn’t have open economies and open mar-
kets. We expect there to be a reciprocation. 
That’s what the Prime Minister talked about. 

But absolutely, it’s a great opportunity. 
And I’m honored to be working with the 
Prime Minister on this important subject. 

Prime Minister Blair. I think in relation 
to the debt cancellation, yes, I think we’re 
well on the way to agreement on that. But 
it’s important to realize we need, obviously, 
America and the UK to be in agreement, but 
then we need to get the agreement of the 
others. So we’ve got to watch how we manage 
that process and bring everyone into it. 

But yes, I think there is a real desire to 
make sure that we cancel the debt and cancel 
the debt in such a way that it doesn’t inhibit 
or disadvantage the international institutions. 

I think, in relation to Africa more gen-
erally, it’s important—in respect to the Africa 
Commission report—we set out a figure of 
the doubling of aid, and $25 billion extra is 
effectively what that would mean. But the 
important thing is not to take the figure out 
of the air but to realize the Commission for 
Africa reached that figure on the basis of an 
analysis of what Africa needs. And I think 

that this is what we can do over the coming 
weeks. 

In relation to specific areas where we ac-
cept there is a real need and we can act and 
we can act in a way, what is more, that is 
not going to waste the money given but is 
going to put it to the use to which it’s sup-
posed to be put—on education, on malaria, 
on HIV/AIDS, on things like water sanita-
tion, on the peacekeeping, peace enforce-
ment aspect of conflict resolution in Africa—
we have got the chance over the next period 
of time to make a definitive commitment, but 
it is a two-way commitment. We require the 
African leadership—this is what the Presi-
dent is saying—we require the African lead-
ership also to be prepared to make the com-
mitment on governance, against corruption, 
in favor of democracy, in favor of the rule 
of law. 

Now, there are African nations that are 
prepared to make that commitment today. 
They’re going to get help. What we’re not 
going to do is waste our countries’ money. 
So that is the nature of what we are trying 
to put together. Obviously, there’s going to 
be a lot of discussions over the next few 
weeks to—because it’s at Gleneagles that we 
will get the final package there. But I’m 
hopeful after the discussions that we’ve had 
today that we can get there. 

President Bush. Steve [Steve Holland, 
Reuters]. 

Downing Street Memo 
Q. Thank you, sir. On Iraq, the so-called 

Downing Street memo from July 2002 says 
intelligence and facts were being fixed 
around the policy of removing Saddam 
through military action. Is this an accurate 
reflection of what happened? Could both of 
you respond? 

Prime Minister Blair. Well, I can re-
spond to that very easily. No, the facts were 
not being fixed in any shape or form at all, 
and let me remind you that that memo-
randum was written before we then went to 
the United Nations. Now, no one knows 
more intimately the discussions that we were 
conducting as two countries at the time than 
me. And the fact is we decided to go to the 
United Nations and went through that proc-
ess, which resulted in the November 2002 
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United Nations resolution, to give a final 
chance to Saddam Hussein to comply with 
international law. He didn’t do so. And that 
was the reason why we had to take military 
action. 

But all the way through that period of 
time, we were trying to look for a way of 
managing to resolve this without conflict. As 
it happened, we weren’t able to do that be-
cause, as I think was very clear, there was 
no way that Saddam Hussein was ever going 
to change the way that he worked or the way 
that he acted. 

President Bush. Well, I—you know, I 
read kind of the characterizations of the 
memo, particularly when they dropped it out 
in the middle of his race. I’m not sure who 
‘‘they dropped it out’’ is, but—I’m not sug-
gesting that you all dropped it out there. 
[Laughter] And somebody said, ‘‘Well, you 
know, we had made up our mind to go to 
use military force to deal with Saddam.’’ 
There’s nothing farther from the truth. 

My conversation with the Prime Minister 
was, ‘‘How could we do this peacefully? What 
could we do?’’ And this meeting, evidently, 
that took place in London happened before 
we even went to the United Nations—or I 
went to the United Nations. And so it’s—
look, both us of didn’t want to use our mili-
tary. Nobody wants to commit military into 
combat. It’s the last option. The con-
sequences of committing the military are 
very difficult. The hardest things I do as the 
President is to try to comfort families who’ve 
lost a loved one in combat. It’s the last option 
that the President must have, and it’s the last 
option I know my friend had as well. 

And so we worked hard to see if we could 
figure out how to do this peacefully, take a—
put a united front up to Saddam Hussein, 
and say, ‘‘The world speaks,’’ and he ignored 
the world. Remember, 1441 passed the Secu-
rity Council unanimously. He made the deci-
sion. And the world is better off without Sad-
dam Hussein in power. 

Prime Minister Blair. Nick. 

Eradication of Poverty in Africa/Climate 
Change 

Q. Nick Robinson, ITV News. You’ve 
talked of what you’ve hoped to do for Africa. 
Do you regard the phrase ‘‘make poverty his-

tory’’ as rhetoric from rock stars? Or do you 
really believe in your gut that this the year 
it could happen? 

And Mr. President, if I may as well on 
climate change—you didn’t talk about cli-
mate change—do you believe that climate 
change is manmade and that you, personally, 
as the leader of the richest country in the 
world, have a responsibility to reverse that 
change? 

President Bush. Let me address your first 
question. Talk about—you said I’m willing 
to talk about what we’re going to do. I want 
you to focus on what we have done, for start-
ers. I mean, part of the—part of this world, 
we’ve got a lot of big talkers. What I like 
to say is my administration actually does what 
we say we’re going to do, and we have. When 
I say we’re going to make a commitment to 
triple aid in Africa, I meant it, and we did. 
When I said we’re going to lead an initiative, 
an HIV/AIDS initiative, the likes of which 
the world has never seen before, on the con-
tinent of Africa, we have done that, and we’re 
following through. And so when I say we’re 
going to do more, I think you can take that 
to the bank, as we say, because of what we 
have done. We have taken a leadership role. 

Second question—do I believe in my gut 
we can eradicate poverty? I do believe we 
can eradicate poverty. And by the way, Bono 
has come to see me. I admire him. He is 
a man of depth and a great heart who cares 
deeply about the impoverished folks on the 
continent of Africa, and I admire his leader-
ship on the issue. And so I do believe—I 
don’t view—I can’t remember how you char-
acterized the rock stars, but I don’t charac-
terize them that way, having met the man. 

In terms of climate change, I’ve always 
said it’s a serious, long-term issue that needs 
to be dealt with. And my administration isn’t 
waiting around to deal with the issue. We’re 
acting. I don’t know if you’re aware of this, 
but we lead the world when it comes to dol-
lars spent, millions of dollars spent on re-
search about climate change. We want to 
know more about it. It’s easier to solve a 
problem when you know a lot about it. And 
if you look at the statistics, you’ll find the 
United States has taken the lead on this re-
search. 
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Secondly, we’re spending a lot of money 
on developing ways to diversify away from 
a hydrocarbon society. America must do that 
for national security reasons and economic 
security reasons. And that’s why I laid out 
the Hydrogen Fuel Cell Initiative, with the 
understanding that our country is going to 
have to diversify away from the type of auto-
mobiles we drive. 

And it’s beginning to happen here. We’ll 
have more fuel cells—cars driven by fuel 
cells on the road next year than we had the 
past year, and more after that. We’re begin-
ning to change. Technology is changing how 
we can approach energy, and the tech-
nology—mating technology and energy inde-
pendence from hydrocarbon also will 
produce a cleaner environment. 

We’re spending a lot of money on clean 
coal technology. That’s going to be very im-
portant for a country like ours and a country 
like China. And one of the issues we’ve got 
to deal—figure out how to deal with is how 
we share that technology with developing na-
tions. You cannot leave developing nations 
out of the mix if you expect to have a cleaner 
world. 

I strongly believe that the world needs to 
share technologies on nuclear power. I don’t 
see how you can be—diversify away from hy-
drocarbons unless you use clean nuke. And 
so we need to work together on developing 
technologies that will not only ensure people 
that nuclear power will be safe but that we 
can dispose of it in a safe way. 

I’ll tell you an interesting opportunity for 
not only here but for the rest of the world 
is biodiesel. That is a fuel developed from 
soybeans. I kind of, in jest, like to travel our 
country, saying, ‘‘Wouldn’t it be wonderful 
if someday the President sat down and 
looked at the crop report, and said, ‘Man, 
we’ve got a lot of soybeans. It means we’re 
less dependent on foreign sources of en-
ergy.’ ’’ We’re spending money to figure out 
how best to refine soy into diesel. 

See, there’s a lot of things we’re doing in 
America, and I believe that not only can we 
solve greenhouse gas, I believe we will. And 
I appreciate the Prime Minister bringing this 
issue up. I look forward to sharing that which 
we know here in America with not only the 
G–8 members but, equally importantly, with 

developing countries. And not only that, I’m 
convinced that we can use technology to help 
keep the air cleaner and the water purer and 
develop economies around the world at the 
same time. That’s going to be one of the great 
advances in technology in the coming years. 

Thank you for your question. Good to see 
you all. 

NOTE: The President’s news conference began at 
4:46 p.m. in the East Room at the White House. 
In his remarks, he referred to Cherie Booth Blair, 
wife of Prime Minister Blair; former President 
Saddam Hussein of Iraq; and musician and activist 
Bono.

Remarks Following Discussions With 
Prime Minister Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan of Turkey 
June 8, 2005

President Bush. Mr. Prime Minister, wel-
come to the Oval Office. We’ve had an exten-
sive visit about a lot of issues, and the reason 
why is because Turkey and the United States 
has an important strategic relationship. I told 
the Prime Minister how grateful I was that 
he was a—is a strong supporter of the broad-
er Middle Eastern initiative. Turkey’s de-
mocracy is an important example for the peo-
ple in the broader Middle East, and I want 
to thank you for your leadership. 

Along these lines, I thanked the Prime 
Minister for Turkey’s leadership role in Af-
ghanistan. I was most impressed by his report 
from his trip to Afghanistan and his deep 
concern for the conditions of the people 
there and his desire to work with the United 
States and NATO countries to help improve 
the lives of the children, for example, in Af-
ghanistan. 

We discussed a lot of foreign policy and 
shared interests between our countries. And 
one of the most important foreign policy ini-
tiatives of my administration—and I know 
the Prime Minister shares the same desire—
is to work with the Palestinians so they can 
have their own state, their own democracy, 
living side by side in peace with Israel. 

And finally, we discussed the domestic 
issues. We discussed our economies, and the 
Prime Minister reminded me that the—in his 
judgment, Turkey is a good place for U.S. 
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